COMPLETING THE 2026-2027
FAFSA

(for a dependent student)

@ www.studentaid.gov




Before we begin...

« Creating your FSA Account ID is a crucial first step:
Both you and at least one parent need to create an FSA Account ID.

Check out our tutorialpage for detailed instructions on creating your FSA Account ID.

- The FAFSA uses ‘Skip Logic” to streamline the application process:
Based on your responses, the FAFSA will only show gquestions relevant to your situation.

Because of this logic, some questions in the tutorial might not appear in your actual application.

- Signing and submitting the FAFSA is a crucial final step.

Ensure that both the student and parent portions are signed and submitted. The application won’t be
processed until this step is completed.

<+Note:
= There is no fee involved for completing the FAFSA
= You do not commit yourself to a school by completing the FAFSA

= Neither you nor your parents are committed to a student loan by completing the FAFSA



https://www.riverland.edu/tuition-aid/financial-aid/fa-how-to-videos/

Info needed to complete the FAFSA

(2026-2027 Academic Year)

- Federal tax information for you, and for your parents if you are a dependent student: 2024 Tax Year (most
information will transfer from the IRS)

o IRS Form 1040
o Schedules attached to the 1040 form
o IRS W-2 (received from your employer)

> Your Social Security Number.
> Your parents’ Social Security Number if you are a dependent student.
> Your Alien Registration Number (ARN) if you are not a U.S. citizen.

> Records of untaxed income such as child support received, interest income and veterans noneducation benefits,
for you, and for your parents if you are a dependent student.

> Information on cash, checking and savings account balances; non-retirement investments; real estate other than
your primary residence; business and farm net worths. Also needed for your parents if you are a dependent
student.




www.studentaid.gov

When you navigate to the studentaid.gov website, hover over FAFSA Form on the middle menu bar:

Fe ,d ,era l StUdentAld FAFSA® Form ~ Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v Q Log In | Create Account

Complete the FAFSA” Form Learn About the FAFSA® Form
Accept Contributor Invite (2026-27 Only) How To Fill Out the FAFSA Form
FAFSA Deadlines

How To Check Your FAFSA Status Cnmpare Repayment Plans >

How To Review and Correct Your FAFSA
Form Servicer >

Learn About the FAFSA Submission
Summary olidation Loan >

FAFSA Help Cent
Get Repayi seeeE iven Repayment Plan >

Fill Out a FAFSA® Form >




The student will start the form and enter the appropriate information to be sent to the parent(s).

Click on the Start New Form button for 2026-27 to begin.
FederalStudent Aid

FAFSA® Form v Grants and Loans v Loan Repayment v Loan Forgiveness v Q Log In | Create Account

Log In
2026-27 FAFSA® Form Now Available!

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to apply for financial aid for Email, Phone, or Username
college, career school, or graduate school. ‘

Forgot email, phone, or username?

Start a 2026-27 Edita 2026-27 Accept an Invitation for a
FAFSA® Form FAFSA® Form 2026-27 FAFSA® Form

Start New Form ‘ Edit Existing Forms ‘ ‘ Accept an Invitation

Need the 2025-26 FAFSA® Form?

Start New Form Edit Existing Forms or Accept an Invitation

Log In

<«

Password

Forgat password?

The student logs in with their account




Complete the Two-Step Verification and accept the disclosure to continue logging in

Two-Step Verification

You have the following two-step verification methods enabled. Select one to complete verification.

SMS Verification -
E Send Code
P A

Email Verification ' ]
g Send Code

‘*‘*""*"@gmaﬂ‘cnm

Two-Step Verification

Enter Secure Code

Enter the secure code we sent in a text message to your
mobile phone; &t

Enter the secure code below

|

Resend code

Please Read Before Continuing

You are accessing a U.S. Federal Government computer system intended to be solely accessed
by individual users expressly authorized to access the system by the U.S. Department of
Education. Usage may be monitored, recorded, and/or subject to audit. For security purposes
and in order to ensure that the system remains available to all expressly authorized users, the
U.S. Department of Education monitors the system to identify unauthorized users. Anyone
using this system expressly consents to such monitoring and recording. Unauthorized use of
this information system is prohibited and subject to criminal and civil penalties. Except as
expressly authorized by the U.S. Department of Education, unauthorized attempts to access,
obtain, upload, modify, change, and/or delete information on this system are strictly
prohibited and are subject to criminal prosecution under 18 U.S.C. § 1030, and other
applicable statutes, which may result in fines and imprisonment. For purposes of this system,
unauthorized access includes, but is not limited to:

* any access by an employee or agent of a commercial entity, or other third party, who is
not the individual user, for purposes of commercial advantage or private financial gain
(regardless of whether the commercial entity or third party is providing a service to an
authorized user of the system); and

e any access in furtherance of any criminal or tortious act in violation of the Constitution
or laws of the United States or any State.

If systerm monitoring reveals information indicating possible criminal activity, such evidence

may be provided to law enforcement personnel.




B Select the Student option and click on the Continue Button

Welcome

X to the FAFSA® Form G

The next four screens provide an overview of what the

FAFSA is, who contributors are, how the information is used

and what happens after you complete the application.

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

1of4

What is the FAFSA® form?

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to
apply for grants, scholarships, work-study funds, and loans for

@® Student

| am starting the FAFSA form as a

college, career school, or graduate schoo

You might need the following information

out the FAFSA form:
Tax returns
Records of child support received
Current balances of cash, savings, 2|
Net worth of investments, businesss

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

2o0f4

Contributors to the FAFSA® Form

&> Parents or Spouses

Your answers on the FAFSA® form will
determine if any contributors (your spouse,
your biological or adoptive parent[s], or
your parent’s spouse) need to be identified.
These contributors will complete their own
sections of the form and are asked to
provide personal and financial information,
but they won't be financially responsible for
your education.

¥ How To Invite

Contributors will need to log in with their
own StudentAid.gov account username and
password to provide their information. To
invite a contributor to a FAFSA form, you'll
need to provide their email address.

Which parent is considered a contributor? v

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

3of4
What To Expect

How long will this take? @ 30 minutes

Every contributor must provide consent and approval for \
eligible for federal student aid. With your consent and app
can obtain your federal tax information automatically fronf
to help you complete the FAFSA® form.

You can save the form and return to it later if you need m

Understanding the FAFSA® Form

4 of 4

After Submitting the FAFSA® form

After submission, you'll need to check on the status of your FAFSA
form and make corrections, if required.

=» Your form will be
processed in one to
three days.

=» You'll be able to view

your FAFSA
Submission Summary.
It will include the
Student Aid Index
(SAl), an index number
used to determine
federal student aid

eligibility.

=» Schools will use your

SAl to create your
financial aid offer that
explains the types and
amounts of aid they
are offering you. Most
schools only send an
aid offer when they
accept you for
admission.




I:AI:SAIt F;S;a-z? I Student

Review the
information pulled
into the FAFSA from

your FSA Account ID.

Click the Continue
button.

Student Identity Information

Review the information below and verify that it's correct before maoving forward

dgmail.com

abile Phone Murnber
(307)

To update this information for all L5 Department of Education commuenications, go to Accpwnt Settings.

Permanent Malling Address

Inchude sparement nember.

Enter the month and year you became a
resident of MN then click the Continue button.

Student State of Residence
State

Usually, this is the state where the student lives while not attending school.

Minnesota (MN) @

Date the Student Became a Resident of Minnesota (MN)

If the student was born in Minnesota (MN) and has not moved out of state since, enter their date of
birth. Otherwise, enter the date the student moved to Minnesota (MN).




FAFSA rzﬂgéa-zr Z Student

Consent REQUIRED

You need to give
consent for the FAFSA
to import your tax
information from the
IRS.

IF you decline to give
consent, you will not
be eligible for Federal
Student Aid.

Provide Consent and Approval or You Won't Be Eligible for Federal
Student Aid ©

Summary

Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS
to help you complete the FAFSA® form. [f you don't provide consent and approval, vou will
not be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You must provide consent
and approval even if you didn't file a U.5. federal tax return or any tax return.

< Get your 2024 tax return information for the =¥ Federal tax information is used to determine your
2026-27 FAFSA form. eligibility for federal student aid.

= Tax retum information is required to complete
the FAFSA form.

By accepting below, I consent to the disclosure of information about me, and affirmatively approve
of

# the receipt and use of my federal tax information, and
» the redisclosure of my federal tax information by the ULS. Department of Education (ED), as
described herein.

By accepting below, I consent to and alfirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following:

1. ED may disclose my Social $ecurity number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is
reguired, and the date and tmestarnp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information

Review the disclosure and click on the
Approve button to continue.

B T e e e e A s

and that the knowing and willful request for or acquisition of records pertaining to an individual
under false pretenses is a criminal offense under the Privacy Act of 1974, subject to a fine of not
more than $5,000 fine (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(i)(3)). By accepting and submitting my part of the FAFSA, my
execution (including date and time) of consent and approval will be logged in ED’s Person
Authentication Service (PAS) System of Record (18-11-12).

———  Frequently Asked Questions ———

Who should provide consent and approval?

If 'm married and didn't file a joint tax return with my current spouse, does my
spouse have to provide consent and approval for you to access their tax information?

What happens after | provide consent and approval?

What happens if | decline consent and approval? ©

Select “Approve” to consent and approve to using your federal tax information to determine your eligibility for federal
student aid. If you select “Decline,” you will not be eligible for federal student aid.




Once you grant consent, your tax data will begin importing

from the IRS.

Oy

We're securely importing your information.

Do not leave this page while your information is being imported into your
application.

Loading.

Click Continue once the import completes.

FAFSA o 27 2o

S

We're securely importing your information.

Success! We've confirmed your information with the IRS.

B Save

Select “Continue” to proceed. You will still have to answer some questions in the

Financials section.

Prewious

FAFSA Menu [ £ |




The next several screens ask questions about dependency status that will determine whether you
need to provide contributor (parent) information. Keep in mind that:
- Even if you are self-supporting, you might still be considered a dependent for financial aid
purposes.
- Your dependency status, dependent or independent, affects the types and amounts of financial
aid you may be eligible for.

FAFSA 5527 = s

—0— © 3 o

Personal Demographics Financials ontributor Imvite Signature
Circumstances

Your Personal Circumstances s

We'l ask you questions that help us determine your eligibility for s\
federal student aid This information can affect the types of federal ¢

student aid you're eligible to receive. A ! \

=* Sometimes we need to collect information from other people depending on
answers in this saction. We'll let you know if this is the case.




FAFSA 52 2o

Select your marital status as of the day you ,Pw,m &e : o

are completing the FAFSA.

Firancials

Circumstances

Student Current Marital Status ©

() Single (never married)

() Married (not separated)

Previows




Select your grade level for the 2026-2027
school year.

Please note, if you have been a PSEO
student, for financial aid purposes you are
considered a ‘First year (freshman)’.

A bachelor’s degree is a 4-year college degree

I:AFSA 202627 = Suet

99— 95— —0

Circumstances

Student College or Career School Plans
When the student begins the 2026-27 school year, what will their college grade level be? (©

() First year (freshman)
) Second year (sophomore)
() Other undergraduate (junicr and beyond)

Master’s, doctorate, or graduate certificate
() program (such as MA, MBA, MD. 1D,
PhD, E4D, etc)

When the student begins the 2026-27 school year, will they already have their first bachelor's
degree? (0

(O Yes

Previous




FAFSA 5 or s

_ —o— o o
Carefully review the Student Personal el e

Clreumstances

Circumstances questions and answer Student Personal Circumstances

acco rd | N g | y Select all that apply or “None of these apphy.”

(| The student is currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than
training.

Financualy

Additional information for the questions can
be found by clicking on the encircled i icon

The student Is a veteran of the LS. armed forces.

next tO eaCh queStIOI’] The student has children or other people (excluding their spouse) wha live with them and
Tcﬂv;&ngum;;nnhalfafurelrwppmhmuusmmmwandbﬂmnuﬂ.EGE&and
une .

Marr:;fn'-e since the student turned 13, they were an orphan (no living biological or adoptive
pare

At any time since the student turned 13, they were a ward of the court.

At any time since the student turned 13, they were in foster care.

The student Is or was a legally emancipated minor, as determined by a court In thelr state of
residence.

The student Is or was In a legal guardianship with someone other than thelr parent or
stepparent, as determined by a court In their state of residence.

MNone of these apply.

Previous




- FORM —
FAFS 2026-27 X Student @ Save | FAFSAMenu [ 1]

Carefully review the question —0— 0 © 0 —0—

Personal Firancials

regarding homelessness and Crcumstances

answer accordingly. Student Homelessness

At any time on or after July 1, 2025, was the student unaccompanied and either (1) homeless or
(2) self-supporting and at risk of being homeless? ©

O Yz

Please note, if you answer yes to this question, you may need to
provide documentation regarding homeless youth.




Carefully reviewthe Unusual FAFSA . = s
Circumstances question, including all the
bulleted items. [F you answer Yes to this . T —
question, you will be granted a provisional S:;::;"‘G‘nusual S
independent status AND will be required
to submit additional documentation to TREE ENCorion WHL =8 A EYaNiioe the. SOMSENL OB (0 DAY SO achool
the school(s).

Do unusual circumstances prevent the student from contacting their parents or would
contacting their parents pose a risk to the student? ©

FO I fl Nanc | d | da Id p u rpOSGS, yO um ay Stl | | A student muay be experiencing unusual circumstances if they

+ left home due to an abusive or threatening environment;

be considered a dependent of your + are abandoned by or estranged from their parents;

+ have refugee or asylee status and are separated from their parents, or their parents are displaced
parent(s) even if you are self-supporting. [ fwig eouty .
= @re a victim of feeman trafficking;
- qre !J'!-:'I'J."I'r"'."l'.IIF'-f!. or their paren ts are incarcerated, and contact with the r".ll'il'l-’fir.\' wonld Posea
rizk to the shedent; or

CO Nntact th e R |Ve r-l an d FI nanc | 3 | AI d = are atherwise unable to contact or locate their parents.

If the student’s circumstances resulted in not having a safe and stable place to live, they may be

D e p d rt me nt at considered a homeless youth amd showld review the answer (o the previous question about being
financialaid@riverland.edu if you have
additional questions. O Yes

unaccomparnied and homeless,




If your parents will provide their
information, leave the selection
at No and continue.

If your parents will NOT provide
their information to complete
the FAFSA, you will only be
approved for Federal Direct
Unsubsidized Loans. Select Yes
and continue.

Contact the Riverland Financial
Aid Department at
financialaid@riverland.edu if you
have additional questions.

FAFSA 527 =

—0— 0O

Persanal Demagraphics
Circumsiances

Your Dependency Status

Dependent Student

Based on your answers, youe 3 dependent student. This means you must provide
parent information on your FAFSA® form. This information helps determine how
much federal student aid you're eligible to receive

Direct Unsubsidized Loan Only
Are the student’s parents refusing to provide their information on this FAFSA® form? @

This response must be “No” for the student to be considered for Federal Pell Grant eligibility and most
ather types of federal student aid

(D Yes @ Mo




The next several pages will ask questions about you. FAFSA Fom

2026-27 & Student

Some are for demographic use only; others help

determine your eligibility for federal student aid.

Questions that
do not affect
your aid
eligibility have a
‘Prefer not to
answer’ option
and are used for
research only.

& © ©

ersonal Demographics Financia Contributor knwite Signature

rcumstiances

Student Demographics

_t v
EE-
We'll ask questions about your background and family. *‘]!

FAFSA sz =

# [= e

Dermographics

Student Demographic Information

FAFSA 5 =

e o 2

Demographics

Student Race and Ethnicity ©

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Not Affect Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Your answers will not

Questions Used for Research Purposes Only and Do Mot Affect Federal Student Ald Eligibility

Your answers will not
= affect the student's eligibility for federal stadent aid,
» be used in any aid calculations, or
# be shared with the schools to which the student applies.

What is the student’s sex? &

7 Male

+ affect the student’s eligibility for federal student aid,
» be used in any aid calculations, or
» be shared with the schools to which the student applies.

‘What is the student’s race and/or ethnicity?
Select all that apply and enter additional details in the spaces below.

|| American Indian or Alaska Native

] Asian

] Black or African American

(] Hispanic or Latino

| Middle Eastern or North African




The Demographics section continues with the student’s citizenship information.

Select your citizenship status from the
given options.

FAFSA qugdzs-z}' Z Student

@ 0—©

Persana Dcmoga;ﬂli-:;'_. Financials

Student Citizenship Status ©

() US. citizen or national
() Elgible noncitizen

() Neither US. citizen nor eligible noncitizen

If you select ‘Eligible noncitizen’, enter
the ARN from your green card.

@ 2 ©

Personal Demographics Financials

Circumstances

Student Citizenship Status ©

() US. citizen or national

@ Eligible noncitizen

A-Number @
‘ A

‘ () Neither US. citizen nor eligible noncitizen

If you select ‘Neither U.S. citizen nor eligible
noncitizen’ the student is not eligible for federal

student aid.
v 2] (3] 4] (5] 6

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student Citizenship Status ©®

(O) US. citizen or national

() Eligible noncitizen

@ Neither US. citizen nor eligible noncitizen

o Student Not Eligible for Federal Student Aid

Even though the student is not eligible for federal student aid, you may still

continue with completing the FAFSA form as they may be eligible for other types
of aid.




The Demographics question regarding the
education status of the student’s parent(s) does not
affect eligibility.

FAFSA 52 =5

© o2

Persona Demographics

Parent Education Status

Did either of the student” ts attend colle lete college? © . . . .
eiher of the students parents attend college or complete college Select the appropriate answer for the parent killed in the line

of duty question.

() Meither parent attended collage

X
~ Ome or both parents attended college, but FAFSA Fzﬁﬁ_gj Z Student
“~ neither parent completed college

—& @ © © © o

.:_.l_l One or both parentgc.uﬂpleted ¢¢||¢Ee Persona Demagraphics Financials Colleges Contributor Invile Signature

Parent Killed in Line of Duty

Was the student’s parent or guardian killed in the line of duty while either (1) serving on active
duty as a member of the US. armed forces on or after the events of 9/11, or (2) performing
official duties as a public safety officer? @

() Don't know

Public safety officers include law enforcement officers, firefighters, and emevgency service Workers,

) Yes ) Mo




Select the appropriate option for what your high school If you select ‘State-recognized high school equivalent’
completion status wil/ beat the time you start college. you will select the type and issuing state from the
drop-down lists.
If you select ‘High school diploma’, you will add the high
school in the next steps. o & () (4] (5

Persanal Circumstances Demographics Financials Colleges Signature

< 2 © 4] 5 (6 Student High School Completion Status

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

What will the student’s high school completion status be at the beginning of the 2026-27

Circumstances
school year? @

Student High School Completion Status

What will the student’s high school completion status be at the beginning of the 2026-27
school year? ©

Select “None of the above” only if the student won't have any of the other options when they start the
2026-27 school year.

. . High school dipl
Select “None of the above™ only if the student won’t have any of the other options when they start the O High school diploma

2026-27 school year.

® State-recognized high school equivalent
(O High school diploma (e.g., GED certificate)

Type
O State-recognized high school equivalent ‘
(e.g, GED certificate)

State @

() Homeschooled ‘

() None of the above ‘ (O Homeschooled

‘ () None of the above

Previous




Enter the state for your high school.

FAFSA 2 =

—o @ a) o
Joend  Dompiics Precks g Once you enter the state, the

Student High School Information city field will be available.

From what high school did or will the student graduate? ©
£ 8 < 2 ©

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials

State

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate?

State

‘ Minnesota (MN)

City

Enter the name of the school
or click on search.

< © ©

Personal Circumstances Demographics Financials

Student High School Information
From what high school did or will the student graduate?

State

‘ Minnesota (MN)

City

High School Name - optional




Select your high school from the search results
list and click on the Continue button.

© 2 13 4 L5 6/

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature
Circumstances

Student High School Information

o To add a high scheol, choose a school from the following list, and select
“Continue.”

Confirm the high school information then click the
From what high school did or will the student graduate? © Continue button or Edit if incorrect.

FAFSA s
Minnesota (MN) 202627 = Student

oy © © © o

Stewartville .. Persona Demographics Financials

High School Name optinel Confirm Your High School

Verify that your high school information below is correct. Once you're ready, select "Continue” and
we'll add it to your FAFSA™ form.

Senior High

Search Results 1tolofl

City

SORT BY: Most Relevant AL
Srate

MN

O Senlor High

Minnesota (MN)

Is the student's school not listed?  Add school manually Previous




This section asks questions regarding your finances.

FAFSA o272

© © 4] L5 ]

Persona Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Imate

Circumsiances

Your Finances

The FAFSA" form helps determine your ability to pay for
school. We ask about your financial information in this section

What if you hawve special inancial circumstances?

Cmt!m
Select whether you filed a 2024 US Federal Tax Return.

FAI:SA 2026-27 % Sukn ® Save

B e e N e

Financials Colleges Lonkribufor Invite

Student Tax Filing Status

Did or will the student file a2 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR? ©

@ Yes ) Mo




You are being asked if you
filed a federal tax return and if
you earned any income from
working outside of the United
States.

You will need to refer to your
tax return if additional
qguestions are asked.

Click on the information icon
(an encircled V') next to the
dollar amount field, to find
out what line number on your
tax return to refer to.

FAFSAIL ;?25-2? I sudent

—o—0%—0—0

Person: Demographics Financials

Student Tax Filing Status

Did or will the student ile a 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-vR? © 4}

) Yes @ No

Did the student eam income in a foreign country in 2024, were they employed by an
international organization but not required to report their income on any tax return, or did they
file a tax return with Puerto Rico or another LS. territory? (0

Examples of international organizations include the United Nations, World Bank, and the International
Mornetary Frrnd.



Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking
Accounts: Enter the combined amounts for
what you have available in checking or savings
accounts, and cash. Do not include any amounts
in those accounts, or cash, that you received
from student financial aid.

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including
Real Estate: Do not include any fundsin a
retirement account. Net worth equals the value
of the asset minus any debt (loans and liens).

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment

Farms: Net worth equals the value of the asset
minus any debt (loans or liens). Do not include
family farms or businesses under 100
employees.

FAFSA

FOEM

026-27 = Student

© ©

Persona Demographic: Financlals

Student Assets
Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

Don't include student aid, retirement accounts, or investments.

s o |a

Current Net Worth of Imvestments, Including Real Estate

Don' include the home the student ihves . Net worth is the value of the investments minus any debis
owed against thern.

] o]«

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the net worth of the student’s businesses and income-producing farms. Net worth is the value of
the businesses and farms minus any debts owed against them. Don't include a family business with 100
or fewer full-time ernployees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and
related expenses.

]




FAFSA 2026-27 = Studor You can choose up to 20 schools to send
your FAFSA to.

——O—0 O ©

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges

SeléctCalleges and Career Schools ’

Search for and sslect colleges and career schools you're
considering so they automatically receive an electronic copy of
the FAFSA" form

e T

2026-27 = Swdent

© < 99—

Colleges

Where should we send the FAFSA® information?
You can add more schools after submitting your form.

I O out of 20 schools selected View Selected Schoals

Search by State  Enfer School Code

State

Begin searching for the school by
entering the state the school is in.




Enter the city and name of the school, (both are
optional), then search

o © o © .5 6

Personal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite Signature

Circumstances
Where should we send the FAFSA® information?

You can add more schools after submitting your form.

II O outof 20 schools selected View Selected Schools

Search by State  Enter School Code

State

Minnesota (MN)

City

School Name

Select the school you want to add, then click

the Continue button.

City- optional

‘ Austin

School Name - oprional

Search Results 1to1ofl

EUHECI N MOST RELEVANT

Riverland Community
College
Austin, Minnesota (MN)

Federal School Code
002335

Q Search and Select More Schools

< Previous o Next >

Previous




If you would like to add additional
schools, click on the Search More
Schools button. Otherwise, click
the Continue button.

FAFSA %o =

© © © 0

I.l soimal Derr raphecs Financials I:l:I"E'EE’S

L oErap

Selected Colleges and Career Schools

These are the colleges and career schools that you've selected to receive the FAFSA®
form.

Review this list of schools and confirm your selection(s).

School List Guidelines for Minnesota Residents

To be eligible for state grant aid in Minnesota, you must list an eligible in-state college. The
order of schools in your college list will not impact your eligibility for state aid programs.

I 1 outof 20 schools selected

Showing 140 1af 1

Riverland Community College Federal Schoal Code W Remove | View Information
Austin, Minnesaota (MN)

Q, Search and Select Mare Schoals




For FAFSA purposes, your
parent is considered a
Contributor since they are
contributing information to
your application.

FAFSA 5z = oo

)
-

Persona

& v &
Demographics Fimancials Colleges

Circurnstar
reumsta

Invite a

Parent as a Contributor

A contributor is amyone wha's required to provide information on
yiour FAFSA form. You must invite a legal parent—a biclogical o
adoptive parent as determined by the state.

Stepparents and other types of guardians do not count unless they
have legally adopted the student

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

a_

Contributor Irvite

e

L

L6

Signalure

5




Enter the email address for the parent that
will be completing the FAFSA. This needs to
be the same email address they will use on their
FSA ID.

The email they receive will have a link they
can use to log into your FAFSA. They can also
log into studentaid.gov with their FSA ID and
find a link on their dashboard under the My

Activity tab.

If you're unsure about which parent's
information to use, try using the parent
wizard available through Federal Student Aid,
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents.

FAFSA 202627 % S

oo 00— o0—90—90o

Perzonal Demographics Financials Colleges Contributor Invite

Invite One Parent to This FAFSA” Form

You'll need to invite one parent only because we need more information about your household
financial situation to determine your eligibility for federal student aid.

As a dependent student, you need to invite a legal parent as a contributor.

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

o2 Parent

Invite a Parent Contributor



https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

Verify the email address for your parent.

FAFSA =, . cus

Send Invite to €8 1 - Lo @Pa. Adaata? X8

F

i
L
Demographics Contributor Invite Signature
Cireums andes

Parent Contributor

We'll send an invitation link and an access code to this email address.

l I Once your parent accepts the invitation, they can complete the parent section of this FAFSA
form.

They may be asked to invite their spouse as a contributor too. You can check the status of contributor
invitations from the "My Activity” page.

;% Parent

dRi@inuwile

5 lowite Sent

Other Ways to Send the Imite ~~

Cancel Indte

You’ll receive a confirmation that the
invite was sent. T S




You are almost done!

Review the information you have
entered by clicking on the down

arrow for each section or Expand All.

If all information is correct, click on
the Continue button.

Continue To Sign Your Form

Here's a summary of the information you provided on the FAFSA”
form. Continue once you're ready to submit

0 Scroll To Continue

After reviewing your answers, scroll to the bottom of the page and select
“Continue.” Then, sign your section of the FAFSA form.

Student Sections

Introduction
Personal Identifiers

Section 1
Personal Circumstances

Section 2
Demographics

Section 3
Financials

Section 4
Colleges

Expand All v

©




Contributor Section

If you would like to change the
parent you are sending the
Contributor invite to, click on
the Manage Contributor Contributor(s) Role Invite Code Status

This Section is Shared with 1 Contributor(s) @ Manage Contributor Information

Information button. Otherwise,
click on the Continue button. 25 *r Sty et & invite Sent




FAFSA Zor.2r =

Review the signature disclosure, check ‘agree’
box at the bottom of the screen and click on the

Oucumstances Sign button. This completes your portion of the
Sign and Complete Your Section © FAFSA.

Signature

Summary
This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and
filled out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify
information reported on your application.

) ) ) i ) . If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs
The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your StudentAid gov electronically using a username and password and/or any other credential, you certify that you are
account u.ﬁername.anﬂ password l_Fi&A I_JII. Because your FSA ID is associated with your the person identified by the username and password, and/or any other credential and have not
personal information, do not share it with anyone. disclosed that username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you
purposefully give false or misleading information, including applying as an independent student
without meeting the unusual circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject
to criminal penalties under 20 U.S.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you both

« will use federal and/or state student aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of
higher education, Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you authorize the U.S.

Department of Education to disclose all information provided on this application, as required under
are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay Section 483(a)(2)(D)(i) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to the institutions you have
it, identified herein, state higher education agencies (in your state of residence and the states in which
the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to assist
s with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid
to repay it programs and designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an
institution that you select to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other institution.

do not owe money back on a federal student gramt or have made satisfactory arrangements

will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and

will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period of time.

You must sign your FAFSA® form now and then your contributor can submit your form when
complete.

‘ [] L aanaap, agreeto the terms outlined above.

Previous




Congratulations!
You have completed the

student portion of the FAFSA.

Be sure to remind your
parent(s) to complete their
portion.

FAFSA e 27 = s

v Pending Submission

ra

=2 Parent Contributors

Requirements for Dependent Students

Your FAFSAY form can't be submirtted wntil vour contributor(s) fill out their
section of the form and sign it. The last contributor to sign will be able to
submit the form for processing,

Fiole
Parent

E{f’ H.y'mge Irrvikaticens.




Parent Sections

If you haven’t done so already, you should create your FSA Account
prior to completing the parent sections of your student’s FAFSA.
Separate tutorials are available on our website.

. What is the FSA Account?
Croatimea Valir ECA 1D ~raatinma Valir ECA )
Creating Your FSA ID e Creating Your FSA 1D
rrto tha and v Fren Asgiation for Faceral Seedet A (FAFSA°) ferm. -

with a Social Security Eoee . without a Social Security
Number B SR Number



https://www.riverland.edu/tuition-aid/financial-aid/fa-how-to-videos/

To begin, open the email you received from the US
Department of Education.

FederalStudent Aid

Complete Your Section of
- ~« FAFSA® Form

Hello,

Balitenm © started their 202627 Free Application for Federal

Student Aid (FAFSA®) form and needs your input as a contributor.
Caitlynn won't be eligible for federal student aid without your help.

Accept Invitation

When you click on the Accept Invitation button, you will be
taken to the studentaid.gov login page. The parent of the
student uses their FSA ID to login.

If the parent has not
created an FSA ID
yet, they can click on
the ‘Create Account’
link now to do so.

Log In

Email, Phone, or Username

EILLATIIN in@ueniideld

Forgot emall, phone, or username?

Create an Account

Log In

< mummnamteinlodets

Password

Forgot password?




m A ol oal wirbid b of Cha Uncod SEmes gt

FederalStudentA.id

Dashboard My Activity My Loans + My Gramts  Mone

FAFESA" Form v Girprits ard Loang « Loan Repaymaent Loan Forgiveness

= FAFSA Home Page

Accept 2026-27 FAFSA” Invitation
Enter the code you received for the FAFSA form.

Invitation Code

| FETE Vi |

Meed to accept an invitation for a
different year?

Go to "My Activity” 1o find any existing
invitations for a previous year's FAFSA
form.

By Accepting This Invitation to
@utllzy2z2a to FAFSA Form You Agree To
Share Your Information

We will need to use some personal information we
already have on file about you in order to fill out the
necessary steps in this FAFSA® form. Additionally, by
accepting this invitation, you approve of the use and
disclosure of any federal tax information for which
you previously provided consent and approval to the
U.5. Department of Education for the 2026-27 FAFSA®
form, to which you've been invited to participate.

When you accept your
student’s invitation, you are
granting permission for tax
information to be shared
with the FAFSA.




The next four screens provide optional videos that provide a better overview of what the
FAFSA is, who contributors are, how the information is used and what happens after you
complete the application.

Watch late

why is it important?

' V otcn it
Who is a contributor on the
2024-25 FAFSA® form?

& 2an

yvnat Does 1L ivie lo Frovide Go....
hat does it mean to provide
consent and approval on the
Watchon ({3 Youluhe 2024-25 FAFSA" form?

at Happens After Submitting Y.

Watchon (€3 Youlube What HB[]DEHS
After Submit @iz
Your FAFSA™ Form? o

Watch on [ Yudlsbe




Review the parent
information. If anything needs
to be corrected, change it
under ‘Account Settings’.
Otherwise, scroll down and
click on the Continue button.

FAFSA s s v

Parent Identity Information
Review the information below and verify that it's correct before moving forward.

To update this informetion for all 185 Department of Educafion communicefions, @o io0 Account Seifings.




The next few screens are parent demographic questions.

Dashboard My Activity Myloans~ My Grants  Mora v

. FORM
2026-27 &= Parentof
Ly 2] © I: A I:s A form
Demographics Financials Signature 2026-27 & Paentof

Parent Demographics '__ v Dmgphm Al ©

| = Note: If you
are remarried,
your spouse’s

~, Unmarried and both legal parents living information

e will also need

) Married (not separated) to be
provided even
though they
are not the
student’s
biological
parent.

Well ask questions about you and your family. These questions n rital
will help determine how much federal student aid the student is l]‘ Parent Current Marital Status

eligible to receive for school ~
[ Single (never married)

Select the current marital status of
the parent completing the form.




The parent’s defaults to the state listed on
the parent’s FSA Account.

If the parent was born in the state listed,
enter their month and year of birth for the
date of residency. Otherwise, enter the
month and year the parent moved into the
state of residency.

* romm
2026-27 &% Parentof

O

Demographics

Parent State of Residence
State

Usually, this is the state where the parent lives.

Minnesota (MN)

Date the Parent Became a Resident of Minnesota (MN)

.le"fr'lr parent was born in Minnesota (MN) and fuas not moved out r:;fsrrjrw stinee, enter thelr date ql"
birth. Otherwise, enter the date the parent moved to Minnesota (MN).

Prirvicies




FOM

The next several screens are questions FAFSA 5zr s e
regarding the parent’(s) finances.

FAFSA ;.6;5—2? &2 Parent of Federal Benefits Recelved

Responses Won't Reduce Federal Student Aid Eligibility

Anzwering these questions won't reduce the smdent’s eligibility for federal sudent 2id or
these programs.

Financials

<
Demographics

Parent Finances

At any time during 2024 or 2025, did the parent or amyone in their family receive benefits from
any of the following federal programs? (0
Family includes the parent’s spouse, children, and other dependents, Select all that apply or “None of
there appln™

The FAFSA” form helps determine the student’s eligibility for
federal student aid. We ask about your financial information in
this section.

What if you have special financial circumstances?
| [ Eamed Income Credit (EIC)

Previous |
[ Federal Housing Assistance

| [ Free or Reduced Prica Schoal Lunch

||:|Maica'd

[ Refundable Credit for Coverage Under a
Qualified Health Plan (QHF) or Health
Insurance Subsidy

Select any programs that you qualified for in 2024 or 2025. ‘ ) ppemertl s e
Additional information regarding the program can be found be
clicking on the icon of the i in the circle.

| [] Supplemental Security Income (SS1)

[ Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families {TANF)

for Women, Infants, and Childran (WIC) =

Note: Select the Free or Reduced Lunch program only if you ‘ e ———

completed the application for it and were approved.

| [] Mone of these apply. ‘




Note, this question is on the 2024 tax return.

FAFSA 57 2

< ©

Demographics Financials

Parent Tax Filing Status The FAFSA is gathering your family size from your 2024 tax

Did o wilthe parnt file 2 2024 joint tax retun with their current spouse? © return. This includes the filer, spouse, and dependents listed.

® O M If your family size has changed since then, select Yes and
follow the prompts on the next page.

m ] Fora
FAFS 2026-27 &% Parentof

o
< ©
Dernograplics Financials

Family Size

|5 the parent's family size different from the number of individuals claimed on their 2024 tax
return? (0

Famity size includes the parent, their spouse, children, and other dependents in the home. Dependenis
/ . . ' . are people who live with the parent and will receive more than half of their support from them between
Rea d th e fa mi Iy Size | nfo rm atlo N Jeiby 1, 2026, ane Jrne 30, 2027, This inelides dependent children even if they live apart becatise of
enrollment at a coliege or career school. Examples of family size changing include the birth of a child

Ca rer | |y tO kn ow W h 0] tO N Cl u d e. and a child independently supporting themselves such that they are no longer a deperdent.

) Yes ® MNo




Enter the number of family members, not

elueling parens, dhat a7 stending cellems. For grants, scholarships and AmeriCorp benefits; check

your tax return for Schedule 3 and use the amount from
FAFSA e 27 s v line 3 if one is listed.

< 2] !
Demographics Financials Sigrahure -
FAFSA 2026-27 &% Parentof

Number in College
oy 1

How many people in the parent's family will be in college between July 1, 2026, and June 30, & 2 4
20277
Dermagraphics Financlals

Never include the student’s parent(s). Always include the student applicant. Alse include the parent’s

other children or dependertts if they will also be in coilege during this time.
’ Parent 2024 Tax Return Information

1 w

Refer to the parent's 2024 tax return to answer the following questions.

E Pt m If the answer {s zero or the question does not apply, enter 0.

@  Report Combined Taxes

Report the combined tax information for the parent and their spouse.

Amount of College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorp Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS
People typleally answer this question with a zero because mest scholarships and grants, including
Federal Pell Grants, are not considered taxable income. If the parent is married, include the amount

their spouse reported. If the response is other than zero, the amount is typically nof the same as the
amount reported on IRS Form 1098-T (Box 5) or the adjusted gross income reported on the fax refurn

] ]«

Foreign Eamed Income Exclusion

For foreign earned income exclusion; check
your tax return for Schedule 1 and enter the L]
amount (as a positive number) from line 8d

if one is listed. [ et ]




Review each area, enter a O if you do not have anything FAFSA 2026-27 & Pt o
to report. o -

-
Financials

Annual Child Support Received: Enter the amount @  Feport Combined Assets and Child Support Received
received, by either parent, for all children, for the last i S e e e s

complete calendar year. Annual Child Support Received

Enter the roral amount af child support the parent received for the last complere calendar year.

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts: If [s o [#0]a
you (or your spouse) are the owner of a college savings
account for the student, include the amount of the e i R R

account here. You do not need to include the accounts Dowct inchue stuint ki, revirement cocouras, o vestments,

Parent Assets

for your other dependents if you have any. (5] [®]o

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate:

Do not include retirement accounts or the home you live kR R SR e e
in. Net worth equals the asset value less any debt (loans 5] ™| a

or liens) against it.

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Farms

Enter the net worth of the parent’s businesses and income-producing farms. Net worth is the value of
the businesses and farms minus any debrs owed againsr them. Don't include a family business with 100

CU rrent Net Worth Of BUSinesseS and |nvestment Fa rms: or fewer full-time employees, farms where the family resides, or a commercial fishing business and
related expenses.

Net worth equals the asset value less any debt (loans or

liens) against it. Family farms or businesses under 100

employees are excluded. =




Not all parents will be asked for their spouse’s age.

FAFSA s v
Der e Finﬁals Signature FAFSAIL ongéﬁ-i? &2 Parent of

Parent Spouse Information &
Based on your responses, we need to know your spouse’s date of birth. Demographics

We need to know their age to determine the student’s eligibility for federal student aid

Continue To Sign Your Form o

L

=
' " i i " A -
Here's a summary of the information you provided on the FAFSA @ : 1 @1.!5

fiorm. Continue once youne ready to submit &

The parents’ Income Protection Allowance is based on the age of the oldest parent.
o Scroll To Continue

After reviewing your answers, scroll to the bottom of the page and select
“Continue.” Then, sign your section of the FAFSA form.

Parent Sections Expand All ~

© Fn.zrsuﬁ.al Identifiers

@

Demographics

Use the down arrow to expand each section, or Expand All,
and review entries made. © Financials

You are given the option to edit the information if needed.




Review the summary and signature disclosure.

* Form
FAFSA 2026-27 & Parentof

o < ©
eMographics Financiats Signature

You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify
information reported on your application.

. ® - If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs
Sign and Submit the FAFSA™ Form © electronically using a username and password and/or any other credential, you certify that you are

the person identified by the username and password, and/or any other credential and have not
Summary disclosed that username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you
_ . purposefully give false or misleading information, including applying as an independent student
This page confirms that you understand the verms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and < : . . : .
filled cut the form accurately to the best of your ability, without meeting the unusual circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject
to criminal penalties under 20 U.5.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or

The FAFSA form is a legal docurnent you will electronically sign with your StudentAid.gov both.
account username and password (FSA 1D). Becanse your FSA ID is associated with your
personal information, do not share it with anyone.

Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you authorize the U.S.

Department of Education to disclose all information you provided on this application, as required

under Section 483(a)(2)(D)(i) of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to the institutions

By signing the student’s application electronically using your StudentAid gov account username an identified herein, state higher education agencies (in the student’s state of residence and the states in

password, YOU, THE PARENT, certify that all of the information you provided is true and complete which the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to

the best of your knawledge a5 you agree. I saked, 1 provide assist with the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid
« information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and programs and designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an

institution the student selected to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other

institution.

« U5 or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file.

Sign for yourself and submit the application for

‘ (] agree to the terms outlined above.

After reviewing the disclosure, check the box to agree
to the terms and click the Sign and Submit button.

Previous




The congratulations screen
indicates that your student’s
application has been
successfully submitted.
Please review the ‘What
Happens Next” items.

The student should monitor
their email for
communications from the
school(s) they sent their
FAFSA to. Additional
information may need to be
submitted to the school(s) in
order to calculate their
awards.

o
FA FSA 2026-27 &% Parentof
v Coni ratulations,
the FAFSA® Form Is Completel
rye 1'“,
ﬁ G
=z

Completion Date -

2025 I
What Happens Next

&= Email Sent
Confirm that the stadent received an email version of this page.

The Student Can Track the Status of Their Form

In one to three days, the student’s FAFSA form will be processed and made available to their
schools.

The Student Will Receive School Communications
We use the information collected on the stadent’s FAFSA form to caleulate their Student Aid
Index (SATD). The SAI lets schools determine how much aid the student is eligible to receive.

Schools will reach out to the student if they need more information. They will also contact
the student with financial aid offers. Once received, the student can contact thelr financial

aid offices directly to ask questions about their student aid packages.



financialaid@riverland.edu




	Completing the 2026-2027 fafsa��(for a dependent student)
	Before we begin…
	Info needed to complete the FAFSA�(2026-2027 Academic Year)
	www.studentaid.gov
	The student will start the form and enter the appropriate information to be sent to the parent(s).
	Complete the Two-Step Verification and accept the disclosure to continue logging in

	   Select the Student option and click on the Continue Button
	Review the information pulled into the FAFSA from your FSA Account ID.

Click the Continue button.
	Consent REQUIRED

You need to give consent for the FAFSA to import your tax information from the IRS.
IF you decline to give consent, you will not be eligible for Federal Student Aid.
	Once you grant consent, your tax data will begin importing from the IRS.
	The next several screens ask questions about dependency status that will determine whether you need to provide contributor (parent) information.  Keep in mind that:
- Even if you are self-supporting, you might still be considered a dependent for financial aid purposes.  
- Your dependency status, dependent or independent, affects the types and amounts of financial aid you may be eligible for.
	Select your marital status as of the day you are completing the FAFSA.
	Select your grade level for the 2026-2027 school year.

Please note, if you have been a PSEO student, for financial aid purposes you are considered a ‘First year (freshman)’.
	Carefully review the Student Personal Circumstances questions and answer accordingly.

Additional information for the questions can be found by clicking on the encircled i icon next to each question.
	Carefully review the question regarding homelessness and answer accordingly.
	Carefully review the Unusual Circumstances question, including all the bulleted items.  IF you answer Yes to this question, you will be granted a provisional independent status AND will be required to submit additional documentation to the school(s).

For financial aid purposes, you may still be considered a dependent of your parent(s) even if you are self-supporting.

Contact the Riverland Financial Aid Department at financialaid@riverland.edu if you have additional questions.
	If your parents will provide their information, leave the selection at No and continue.

If your parents will NOT provide their information to complete the FAFSA, you will only be approved for Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loans.  Select Yes and continue.

Contact the Riverland Financial Aid Department at financialaid@riverland.edu if you have additional questions.
	The next several pages will ask questions about you.  Some are for demographic use only; others help determine your eligibility for federal student aid.
	The Demographics section continues with the student’s citizenship information.
	The Demographics question regarding the education status of the student’s parent(s) does not affect eligibility.
	Select the appropriate option for what your high school completion status will be at the time you start college.  

If you select ‘High school diploma’, you will add the high school in the next steps.
	Enter the state for your high school.
	Select your high school from the search results list and click on the Continue button.
	This section asks questions regarding your finances.
	You are being asked if you filed a federal tax return and if you earned any income from working outside of the United States.

You will need to refer to your tax return if additional questions are asked.

Click on the information icon (an encircled ‘i’) next to the dollar amount field, to find out what line number on your tax return to refer to.
	Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts:  Enter the combined amounts for what you have available in checking or savings accounts, and cash.  Do not include any amounts in those accounts, or cash, that you received from student financial aid.  


Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate:  Do not include any funds in a retirement account.  Net worth equals the value of the asset minus any debt (loans and liens).


Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms: Net worth equals the value of the asset minus any debt (loans or liens).  Do not include family farms or businesses under 100 employees.
	You can choose up to 20 schools to send your FAFSA to.
	Select the school you want to add, then click the Continue button.
	If you would like to add additional schools, click on the Search More Schools button.  Otherwise, click the Continue button.
	For FAFSA purposes, your parent is considered a Contributor since they are contributing information to your application.
	Enter the email address for the parent that will be completing the FAFSA.  This needs to be the same email address they will use on their FSA ID.

The email they receive will have a link they can use to log into your FAFSA.  They can also log into studentaid.gov with their FSA ID and find a link on their dashboard under the My Activity tab.

If you’re unsure about which parent’s information to use, try using the parent wizard available through Federal Student Aid, https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents. 



	Verify the email address for your parent.
	You are almost done!

Review the information you have entered by clicking on the down arrow for each section or Expand All.

If all information is correct, click on the Continue button.
	If you would like to change the parent you are sending the Contributor invite to, click on the Manage Contributor Information button.  Otherwise, click on the Continue button.
	Review the signature disclosure, check ‘agree’ box at the bottom of the screen and click on the Sign button.  This completes your portion of the FAFSA.
	Congratulations!
You have completed the student portion of the FAFSA. Be sure to remind your parent(s) to complete their portion.
	Parent Sections
	To begin, open the email you received from the US Department of Education.
	When you accept your student’s invitation, you are granting permission for tax information to be shared with the FAFSA.
	The next four screens provide optional videos that provide a better overview of what the FAFSA is, who contributors are, how the information is used and what happens after you complete the application.
	Review the parent information.  If anything needs to be corrected, change it under ‘Account Settings’.  Otherwise, scroll down and click on the Continue button.
	The next few screens are parent demographic questions.
	The parent’s defaults to the state listed on the parent’s FSA Account.

If the parent was born in the state listed, enter their month and year of birth for the date of residency.  Otherwise, enter the month and year the parent moved into the state of residency.
	The next several screens are questions regarding the parent’(s) finances.
	Note, this question is on the 2024 tax return.
	Enter the number of family members, not including parents, that are attending college.
	Review each area, enter a 0 if you do not have anything to report.

Annual Child Support Received:  Enter the amount received, by either parent, for all children, for the last complete calendar year.

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts:  If you (or your spouse) are the owner of a college savings account for the student, include the amount of the account here.  You do not need to include the accounts for your other dependents if you have any.

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate:  Do not include retirement accounts or the home you live in.  Net worth equals the asset value less any debt (loans or liens) against it.

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms:  Net worth equals the asset value less any debt (loans or liens) against it.  Family farms or businesses under 100 employees are excluded.
	Not all parents will be asked for their spouse’s age.
	Review the summary and signature disclosure.
	The congratulations screen indicates that your student’s application has been successfully submitted.  Please review the ‘What Happens Next’ items.

The student should monitor their email for communications from the school(s) they sent their FAFSA to.  Additional information may need to be submitted to the school(s) in order to calculate their awards.
	financialaid@riverland.edu

