
COMPLETING THE 2026-2027 
FAFSA

(for a dependent student)

@ www.studentaid.gov



Before we begin…
• Creating your FSA Account ID is a crucial first step:

Both you and at least one parent need to create an FSA Account ID. 
Check out our tutorial page for detailed instructions on creating your FSA Account ID.

• The FAFSA uses ‘Skip Logic’ to streamline the application process:
Based on your responses, the FAFSA will only show questions relevant to your situation.
Because of this logic, some questions in the tutorial might not appear in your actual application.

• Signing and submitting the FAFSA is a crucial final step.  
Ensure that both the student and parent portions are signed and submitted.  The application won’t be 
processed until this step is completed.

Note:
 There is no fee involved for completing the FAFSA
 You do not commit yourself to a school by completing the FAFSA
 Neither you nor your parents are committed to a student loan by completing the FAFSA

https://www.riverland.edu/tuition-aid/financial-aid/fa-how-to-videos/


Info needed to complete the FAFSA
(2026-2027 Academic Year)

• Federal tax information for you, and for your parents if you are a dependent student: 2024 Tax Year (most 
information will transfer from the IRS)
o IRS Form 1040
o Schedules attached to the 1040 form
o IRS W-2 (received from your employer)

 Your Social Security Number.

 Your parents’ Social Security Number if you are a dependent student.

 Your Alien Registration Number (ARN) if you are not a U.S. citizen.

 Records of untaxed income such as child support received, interest income and veterans noneducation benefits, 
for you, and for your parents if you are a dependent student.

 Information on cash, checking and savings account balances; non-retirement investments; real estate other than 
your primary residence; business and farm net worths.  Also needed for your parents if you are a dependent 
student.



www.studentaid.gov

When you navigate to the studentaid.gov website, hover over FAFSA Form on the middle menu bar:



The student will start the form and enter the appropriate information to be sent to the parent(s).

Click on the Start New Form button for 2026-27 to begin.

The student logs in with their account



Complete the Two-Step Verification and accept the disclosure to continue logging in



Select the Student option and click on the Continue Button

The next four screens provide an overview of what the 
FAFSA is, who contributors are, how the information is used 
and what happens after you complete the application.



Review the 
information pulled 
into the FAFSA from 
your FSA Account ID.

Click the Continue 
button.

Enter the month and year you became a 
resident of MN then click the Continue button.



Consent REQUIRED

You need to give 
consent for the FAFSA 

to import your tax 
information from the 

IRS.
IF you decline to give 
consent, you will not 
be eligible for Federal 

Student Aid.

Review the disclosure and click on the 
Approve button to continue.



Once you grant consent, your tax data will begin importing 
from the IRS.

Click Continue once the import completes.



The next several screens ask questions about dependency status that will determine whether you 
need to provide contributor (parent) information.  Keep in mind that:

- Even if you are self-supporting, you might still be considered a dependent for financial aid 
purposes.  
- Your dependency status, dependent or independent, affects the types and amounts of financial 
aid you may be eligible for.



Select your marital status as of the day you 
are completing the FAFSA.



Select your grade level for the 2026-2027 
school year.

Please note, if you have been a PSEO 
student, for financial aid purposes you are 

considered a ‘First year (freshman)’.

A bachelor’s degree is a 4-year college degree



Carefully review the Student Personal 
Circumstances questions and answer 

accordingly.

Additional information for the questions can 
be found by clicking on the encircled i icon 

next to each question.



Carefully review the question 
regarding homelessness and 

answer accordingly.

Please note, if you answer yes to this question, you may need to 
provide documentation regarding homeless youth.



Carefully review the Unusual 
Circumstances question, including all the 
bulleted items.  IF you answer Yes to this 

question, you will be granted a provisional 
independent status AND will be required 
to submit additional documentation to 

the school(s).

For financial aid purposes, you may still 
be considered a dependent of your 

parent(s) even if you are self-supporting.

Contact the Riverland Financial Aid 
Department at 

financialaid@riverland.edu if you have 
additional questions.



If your parents will provide their 
information, leave the selection 

at No and continue.

If your parents will NOT provide 
their information to complete 

the FAFSA, you will only be 
approved for Federal Direct 

Unsubsidized Loans.  Select Yes 
and continue.

Contact the Riverland Financial 
Aid Department at 

financialaid@riverland.edu if you 
have additional questions.



The next several pages will ask questions about you.  
Some are for demographic use only; others help 
determine your eligibility for federal student aid.

Questions that 
do not affect 

your aid 
eligibility have a 

‘Prefer not to 
answer’ option 

and are used for 
research only.



The Demographics section continues with the student’s citizenship information.

Select your citizenship status from the 
given options.

If you select ‘Eligible noncitizen’, enter 
the ARN from your green card.

If you select ‘Neither U.S. citizen nor eligible 
noncitizen’ the student is not eligible for federal 

student aid.



The Demographics question regarding the 
education status of the student’s parent(s) does not 
affect eligibility.

Select the appropriate answer for the parent killed in the line 
of duty question.  



Select the appropriate option for what your high school 
completion status will be at the time you start college.  

If you select ‘High school diploma’, you will add the high 
school in the next steps.

If you select ‘State-recognized high school equivalent’ 
you will select the type and issuing state from the 

drop-down lists.



Enter the state for your high school.

Once you enter the state, the 
city field will be available.

Enter the name of the school 
or click on search.



Select your high school from the search results 
list and click on the Continue button.

Confirm the high school information then click the 
Continue button or Edit if incorrect.



This section asks questions regarding your finances.

Select whether you filed a 2024 US Federal Tax Return.



You are being asked if you 
filed a federal tax return and if 
you earned any income from 
working outside of the United 
States.

You will need to refer to your 
tax return if additional 
questions are asked.

Click on the information icon 
(an encircled ‘i’) next to the 
dollar amount field, to find 
out what line number on your 
tax return to refer to.



Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking 
Accounts:  Enter the combined amounts for 
what you have available in checking or savings 
accounts, and cash.  Do not include any amounts 
in those accounts, or cash, that you received 
from student financial aid.  

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including 
Real Estate:  Do not include any funds in a 
retirement account.  Net worth equals the value 
of the asset minus any debt (loans and liens).

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment 
Farms: Net worth equals the value of the asset 
minus any debt (loans or liens).  Do not include 
family farms or businesses under 100 
employees.



You can choose up to 20 schools to send 
your FAFSA to.

Begin searching for the school by 
entering the state the school is in. 



Enter the city and name of the school, (both are 
optional), then search

Select the school you want to add, then click 
the Continue button.



If you would like to add additional 
schools, click on the Search More 
Schools button.  Otherwise, click 
the Continue button.



For FAFSA purposes, your 
parent is considered a 
Contributor since they are 
contributing information to 
your application.



Enter the email address for the parent that 
will be completing the FAFSA.  This needs to 
be the same email address they will use on their 
FSA ID.

The email they receive will have a link they 
can use to log into your FAFSA.  They can also 
log into studentaid.gov with their FSA ID and 
find a link on their dashboard under the My 
Activity tab.

If you’re unsure about which parent’s 
information to use, try using the parent 
wizard available through Federal Student Aid, 
https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents. 

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents


Verify the email address for your parent.

You’ll receive a confirmation that the 
invite was sent.



You are almost done!

Review the information you have 
entered by clicking on the down 

arrow for each section or Expand All.

If all information is correct, click on 
the Continue button.



If you would like to change the 
parent you are sending the 
Contributor invite to, click on 
the Manage Contributor 
Information button.  Otherwise, 
click on the Continue button.



Review the signature disclosure, check ‘agree’ 
box at the bottom of the screen and click on the 
Sign button.  This completes your portion of the 
FAFSA.



Congratulations!
You have completed the 

student portion of the FAFSA. 
Be sure to remind your 

parent(s) to complete their 
portion.



Parent Sections

If you haven’t done so already, you should create your FSA Account 
prior to completing the parent sections of your student’s FAFSA.

Separate tutorials are available on our website.

https://www.riverland.edu/tuition-aid/financial-aid/fa-how-to-videos/


To begin, open the email you received from the US 
Department of Education.

When you click on the Accept Invitation button, you will be 
taken to the studentaid.gov login page.  The parent of the 
student uses their FSA ID to login.

If the parent has not 
created an FSA ID 
yet, they can click on 
the ‘Create Account’ 
link now to do so.



When you accept your 
student’s invitation, you are 
granting permission for tax 
information to be shared 
with the FAFSA.



The next four screens provide optional videos that provide a better overview of what the 
FAFSA is, who contributors are, how the information is used and what happens after you 

complete the application.



Review the parent 
information.  If anything needs 
to be corrected, change it 
under ‘Account Settings’.  
Otherwise, scroll down and 
click on the Continue button.



The next few screens are parent demographic questions.

Select the current marital status of 
the parent completing the form.

Note:  If you 
are remarried, 
your spouse’s 
information 
will also need 
to be 
provided even 
though they 
are not the 
student’s 
biological 
parent.



The parent’s defaults to the state listed on 
the parent’s FSA Account.

If the parent was born in the state listed, 
enter their month and year of birth for the 
date of residency.  Otherwise, enter the 
month and year the parent moved into the 
state of residency.



The next several screens are questions 
regarding the parent’(s) finances.

Select any programs that you qualified for in 2024 or 2025.  
Additional information regarding the program can be found be 

clicking on the icon of the i in the circle.

Note:  Select the Free or Reduced Lunch program only if you 
completed the application for it and were approved.



Note, this question is on the 2024 tax return.

The FAFSA is gathering your family size from your 2024 tax 
return.  This includes the filer, spouse, and dependents listed.  
If your family size has changed since then, select Yes and 
follow the prompts on the next page.

Read the ‘family size’ information 
carefully to know who to include.



Enter the number of family members, not 
including parents, that are attending college. For grants, scholarships and AmeriCorp benefits; check 

your tax return for Schedule 3 and use the amount from 
line 3 if one is listed.

For foreign earned income exclusion; check 
your tax return for Schedule 1 and enter the 
amount (as a positive number) from line 8d 

if one is listed.



Review each area, enter a 0 if you do not have anything 
to report.

Annual Child Support Received:  Enter the amount 
received, by either parent, for all children, for the last 
complete calendar year.

Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts:  If 
you (or your spouse) are the owner of a college savings 
account for the student, include the amount of the 
account here.  You do not need to include the accounts 
for your other dependents if you have any.

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate:  
Do not include retirement accounts or the home you live 
in.  Net worth equals the asset value less any debt (loans 
or liens) against it.

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms:  
Net worth equals the asset value less any debt (loans or 
liens) against it.  Family farms or businesses under 100 
employees are excluded.



Not all parents will be asked for their spouse’s age.

The parents’ Income Protection Allowance is based on the age of the oldest parent.

Use the down arrow to expand each section, or Expand All, 
and review entries made.  

You are given the option to edit the information if needed.



Review the summary and signature disclosure.

After reviewing the disclosure, check the box to agree 
to the terms and click the Sign and Submit button.



The congratulations screen 
indicates that your student’s 
application has been 
successfully submitted.  
Please review the ‘What 
Happens Next’ items.

The student should monitor 
their email for 
communications from the 
school(s) they sent their 
FAFSA to.  Additional 
information may need to be 
submitted to the school(s) in 
order to calculate their 
awards.



financialaid@riverland.edu
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