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     No Football 

 
BASKETBALL Coach Harold Cuff    12-6 SMJCC Champions 
(8-2).  Lack of height but plenty of experience would best describe Coach Hal 
Cuff’s team as they prepared for the upcoming season.  Cuff had five lettermen 
back from last year’s 15-3 team and conference champions.  The lettermen 
included:  Don Miller, Dick Anderson, Bill Johnson, Dave Walker, and Tom 
Knauer.  Austin would open the season with four straight road games, losing their 
first two 90-70 to Virginia JC and 90-77 to Hibbing Junior College. Although the 
Blue Devils were outclassed, veterans Dick Anderson and Don Miller, along with 
freshman standout Gene Klatt showed they would be tough to handle as the 
season progressed.  Austin JC would bounce back and defeat Concordia 76-65 to 
launch their efforts in successfully defending the conference title.  A well 
balanced attack led by guard Don Miller with 20 points turned the tables for the 
Blue Devils, who also had three other players in double figures.  In their fourth 
contest on the road, Austin would score 23 points in the final period to defeat 
Waldorf 67-59.  Waldorf would lead by one 47-46 by Dick Anderson took over 
the game and scored 21 points to lead his team to victory.  Anderson got plenty of 
help as Klatt would score 14, followed by Dick Lunde (10), Bill Johnson (10), 
and Don Miller with nine points.  Worthington would come to town for the Blue 
Devil’s home opener and AJC would come away losers 79-73 in a SMJCC 
thriller.  Trailing by eight at halftime, the Blue Devils would rally and tie the 
score 65-65 with 3:41 to go in the contest.  Free throws down the stretch 
eliminated any chances for Austin (2-3) as three of five starters would foul out 
and Worthington (2-1) would go away with the victory.  In its final game before 
Christmas, Austin would beat Bethany 79-76 led by Don Miller (21 points) and 
Dick Lunde (19 points).  Austin would return up north and play non-conference 
foes Hibbing and Virginia to begin play after the holidays.  Hibbing walked away 
with a 92-63 win while Virginia JC would defeat Hal Cuff’s crew 78-73. In the 
second contest it was a far superior performance than the night before versus 
Hibbing.  Free throws would be the difference against Virginia as their opponent 
outscored Austin 24-17 at the charity stripe.  Austin would fall to 3-6 on the 
season as they would lose again 74-58 to Dr. Martin Luther as poor shooting led 
to their downfall.  The Blue Devils were unable to find any scoring punch except 
for Don Miller who had 17 to lead the way in defeat.  Coach Hal Cuff’s team 
would respond and his team pulled out all the stops for a walloping 90-66 victory 
over Rochester to romp back into the thick of the SMJCC title race.  It was by far 
the best performance of the year.   The steady, workmanlike effort completely 
contained the favored Yellowjackets.  Four of the five Austin starters hit double 
figures led by Anderson with 26, Lunde (22), Miller (17), and Klatt with 13 
points.  It was Rochester’s first loss in conference ( 3-1), while Austin moved to 
3-2 in the league standings.                                                                                  



The Blue Devils would step out of conference play and romp over Mason City 83-
63 in their next contest as stingy defense and sharp shooting offense would supply 
the manpower to defeat the Iowans.  Balance scoring again would be the key led 
by Anderson with 23, Miller had 21, and Klatt with 13 points.  The important 
medium of free throws kept AJC in the thick of the conference race as they 
defeated Worthington on the road 71-69 in a game that evened the series for the 
year.  The fast-stepping Blue Devils dropped 21of 28 from the charity stripe for 
the surprise victory.  Center Bill Johnson was the big hero as he contributed the 
winning points in a last ditch rally which found the Austin squad sinking eight 
straight free throws to turn what looked like certain disaster into victory.  He 
would finish the night with 16 points, only to be outdone by Dick Lunde with 20.  
Dick Anderson also tallied 16 and Gene Klatt would contribute with 10 points.  
Austin would make it four wins in a row with a convincing 85-55 win over Mason 
City in what many would have considered a tough test on the road.  Harold Cuff’s 
opened up with making 11 of their first 14 shots and they led as much as 25 points 
and the reserves contributed 21 points in the final quarter to show no sign of 
faltering to win by a big margin.  Instead of cooling off, AJC turned in their peak 
performance of the year in blasting Concordia 102-59 in conference play to run 
their winning streak to five games.  Not only did the Blue Devils set a new team 
scoring record, the win kept them in the thick of the title race.  Six of the 11 who 
played hit double figures, led by Don Miller with his finest effort of the season 
with 30 points.  Austin would go into Rochester and the defending league 
champions would take over sole position of first place by edging the 
Yellowjackets 75-73 in overtime.  This time the Blue Devils would due it the hard 
way as they frittered away a 14 point lead in the closing minutes but had enough 
to win in the extra stanza.  Gene Klatt would extend the game into overtime with 
two made free throws at: 02 seconds left in regulation.  Anderson set shot from 
outside sealed the victory and he led his team with 25 points, followed by Klatt 
who had 19 and Miller Bill Johnson with 12.  It was the ninth victory in 15 starts 
for the Blue Devils, who stand 6-2 in the conference.  Austin would make it seven 
in a row with a 30 point third period and a 76-52 win over Waldorf, led by Bill 
Johnson’s best performance of the year as he scored 22, followed by Klatt with 21 
points.  Harold Cuff’s team was one step closer in realizing an ambition to finish 
the second half of the current campaign unbeaten.  Dick Anderson would lead 
another strong performance with 24 tallies as AJC would reach the century mark 
again to defeat Bethany 100-81 in conference play to set up the showdown with 
Dr. Martin Luther for the conference title.  And the best was saved for last. With 
both teams supporting 7-2 conference records and top of their division, it had all 
the makings for a terrific contest.  But the Blue Devils would wrap up another 
SMJCC conference title by winning with ease 106-81 by scoring better than two 
points a minute.  The 106 points represents a new team scoring record for the 
Austin floor and in the final nine contests in which they won them all, they 
averaged an amazing 87.4 points per game.  Setting the pace was Dick Anderson 
who racked up 26 points, Dick Lunde with 20, Bill Johnson with 19, and Don 
Miller with 17 points.  All eleven scored but one in the phenomenal scoring.   



It was a championship performance in every aspect and by winning the rampaging 
Blue Devils completed their season with nine wins in a row, a 12-6 overall record, 
and 8-2 conference record and their third consecutive SMJCC conference 
championship.  Three members of the AJC team were later named to the All-
Conference team. They were forward Dick Anderson (18.7 ppg), center Bill 
Johnson (18.7 ppg), and guard Don Miller (12 ppg).  All regulars averaged in 
double figures, which included Gene Klatt and Dick Lunde.  

    Roster Included: 
 Don Miller  Dick Anderson Dave Walker 
 Bill Johnson  Tom Knauer  Gen Klatt 
 Dick Lunde  Dick Wilder  Gary Hanson 
 Jack Buck  Jerry Tedrow  Doyle Haley 
 Assistant Coach:  Dick Seltz 
 

TENNIS Coach Bill Evans Team members were:  Tom Knauer, Duane 
Fruend, Keith Schick, Don Hermanson, and Dave Walker.  Teams from 
Rochester, Bethany, Martin Luther, Rochester and Austin would bid for the 
SMJCC title.   Rochester won the title with Austin Junior College finished as the 
runner-up.  In singles, Schick would finish second, and Schick-Knauer would 
finish second in doubles competition. 

 
GOLF Coach Bill Evans     No golf at Austin Junior College. Teams from 
Concordia, Bethany, Martin Luther and Rochester would enter the SMJCC golf 
tournament.  No results were found. 


