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Process and Procedure for 
Selecting Honorary Degree Recipients 

 
General Provisions 
Consistent with MnSCU Board of Trustees Policy 3.18 and Chancellor’s Procedure 3.18.1, 
Riverland Community College awards honorary degrees to recognize and honor persons who 
have made exceptional contributions to a specific field or to society in general.  No individual 
shall ever receive more than one honorary degree from the college. 

1) One honorary degree may be awarded at commencement every odd-numbered 
graduation year.  The college reserves the right not to award an honorary degree if no 
nominee meets the selection criteria below. 

2) Based upon the recipient’s field of contribution, achievement, service, or distinction, the 
college may award an 
a. Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts (Hon. D.F.A.) 
b. Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters (Hon. LH.D.) 
c. Honorary Doctor of Laws (Hon. LL.D.) 
d. Honorary Doctor of Literature (Hon. Lit.D.) 
e. Honorary Doctor of Education (Hon. D.Ed.) 
f. Honorary Doctor of Science (Hon. Sc.D.). 

3) The awardee may deliver the commencement address at graduation. 
 
Selection Criteria 
Service or benefaction to the college alone does not justify an award of an honorary degree.  To 
be recognized and honored, candidates must have earned a regional, national, or international 
reputation for exceptional contributions to a specific field or to society in general.  Nominees for 
honorary degrees also will be considered based on the following additional criteria: 

1) Have made a significant contribution to the achievement of the college’s mission, and/or 
2) Are community leaders who have fostered partnerships with the college that have assisted 

the college with its educational and service goals and objectives. 
 
Selection Process 
Nominations will be solicited via email in January of every odd-numbered year by the Chair of 
the Graduation Committee. 

1) The Graduation Committee and the Faculty Shared Governance Council will review the 
nominee(s) and then forward the name(s) of the nominee(s) with comments to the 
Administrative Council. 

2) The Administrative Council reviews the nominee(s) and may recommend a nominee to 
the college president.  If no nominee meets the selection criteria sufficiently, then the 
Administrative Council may choose to recommend that an award not be made that year. 

3) The college president may or may not approve the recommendation.  If approved, the 
office of the college president will contact the nominee to make arrangements for his or 
her participation in the commencement ceremony and will order a plaque to award to 
the awardee. 


